Artistry & Elegance
A tribute to the artistry of a bygone era, this Craftsman Bungalow
enjoys an open plan and generous 9 ft ceilings. The first owners were Ernest
P. and Selina J. McKie. The box beams, cabinetry and wainscoting create cozy
elegance. Tapered support posts complement the clean, strong lines of the
home. With room for a king-sized bed, and a pleasing view through double
windows of the garden’s trees and flowers, the Principal Bedroom offers
tranquility. The bathroom was beautifully upgraded while remaining respectful
of the past, and features a Carrera marble countertop over a Craftsman-style
vanity hand-built from fir wood. The majestic Garden boasts a gazebo handbuilt from cedar, and perfectly situated to provide a panoramic view of the
garden’s perennial flower beds featuring daylilies, peonies, phlox, lilies, and tree
peonies. On warm days plan a barbeque, followed by an evening of scanning
the skies for shooting stars. This is West Coast living at its finest.
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The Neighbourhood

Unique to Victoria is the Gorge Waterway, a long arm of the sea that brings tranquillity
and beauty to those fortunate enough to live here. Canoes and kayaks glide along the
shimmering waters. Here swimmers and paddle boarders gather and families come
for picnics, enjoying their treats while admiring the fragrant and colourful gardens
lovingly maintained by the city.
Every July 1st, Canada Day, people gather along the Gorge for a smorgasbord of
events including a pancake breakfast, live music and dancers, antique car displays,
arts and crafts, and of course food trucks—it’s a wonderful way to meet new people.
Also close by is Cuthbert Holmes Park, a nature lover’s dream. Termed an Oasis
in the City, this very large, forested park is a resting area for Great Blue Herons and
can easily be called a bird watcher’s paradise. Otters and seals are seen here in the
Colquitz River; every year salmon and cutthroat trout come up the river from Portage
Inlet to spawn. Bring the family to the Fish Counting Fence to watch the spectacle!
If shopping is your thing you can’t go wrong at nearby Tillicum Mall, which is linked
by walking trails to Cuthbert Holmes Park. Offering 36 stores plus restaurants and
services, the mall is adjacent to the SilverCity Cineplex with 10 screens including
dedicated IMAX and DBOX screens. Steps away from the mall is the G.R. Pearkes
Arena, home to the Saanich Centennial Library plus a two-surface ice rink, four sport
courts, a weight room and a dance studio. A daycare has recently opened nearby.

Welcome
The eye is immediately
attracted to the classic
Arts and Craft style
of this front-gabled
house. It is clad with
single-coursed, darkbrown-stained cedar
shingles. Two courses
of these shingles follow
the arches above the
veranda.
To enter such a graceful
home is to step back in
time—one can imagine
Bogie and Bacall
holding hands in front of
a crackling fire or slow
dancing on this floor
fashioned from Douglas
fir.

A tribute to the imagination and
artistry of a bygone era, the house
is one of a kind. Built in 1912,
this Craftsman style bungalow
has an open floor plan—a much
sought after design feature these
days—and generous nine-foot
ceilings. The first owners were
Ernest Percy McKie and Selina J.
McKie.

Solid Construction
The dark wood of box
beams, cabinetry and
panelling make for
a cozy atmosphere.
Tapered support posts
compliment the clean,
strong lines of the
house, which is officially
listed as a Saanich
Heritage Structure in
the book titled the same
by Jennifer Nell Bark
(but not designated
Heritage – an important
difference for those
that may not wish to
have constrictions on
renovation ideas) and
included in the annual
Saanich Heritage
Walking Tour.

There is ample storage
space hidden—as on a
boat—in clever places such
as inside the fireplace’s
inglenook or under the box
window seat under the
living room front window.
The bookcases have
leaded glass doors; the
attractive plate and picture
rails are fashioned from
fir and date back, like the
fireplace mantel, to the
earliest days of the house.
No Medium Density
Fireboard here—this house
was built entirely with solid
Douglas fir.

Dining Elegance
There is more than
enough space here for a
table to seat 10 people
for a pleasant gathering
that would be quite
beautiful with sunshine
streaming through the
south facing windows,
or perhaps held in the
evening under the
light of the classic,
and original 4 bulb
chandelier—its 5 bulb
twin illuminates the living
room.

(Although the home boasts
elegant character light fixtures,
it has had substantial electrical
upgrades, including a 200 amp
panel). The elegance of the
dining room’s coffered ceiling will
excite much comment, as will the
home’s consistent design style
both inside and out. Family and
friends will be fascinated.

Updated Kitchen
Bright and airy, loaded with storage space,
this kitchen delights. Working at the sink is a
pleasure when looking out at a garden that is
a tribute to Nature’s beauty with its glorious
ornamental maple, plum and cherry trees
alongside magnolias, hydrangeas and rhodos.
Guests will want to examine the pantry, uniquely
fashioned from a former wood lift that brought
firewood from the basement to the kitchen for
use in a wood burning stove (no longer here!).
Some guests may experience fond memories
of helping in the kitchen during visits to
grandparents, when shown the two original flour
bins under a counter designed for baking.
A pleasing feature is the kitchen floor. The
kitchen’s NaturCOAT surface by Armstrong
has the give of natural wood, making for happy
knees. Meanwhile the eye is attracted to the
kitchen’s period look accentuated by periodsympathetic newer ceramic tiles.

The refrigerator is by
Kitchenaid, and the
Whirlpool stove offers
an electric range with
a ceramic glass cook
top. The dishwasher
is a Kenmore with a
stainless-steel interior
and exterior. All
appliances are stainlesssteel.

Three Bedrooms

French doors lead from
the home’s entry hallway
to a room that was
originally a bedroom, but
is now a flexible, cozy
den with ample space
for a work station along
with a TV set for life’s
relaxing moments.

Typical of the entire house,
there is plentiful storage space
in both bedrooms. The smaller
of the two could be used as a
home office, or an arts studio.
Otherwise the room has
sufficient space for a queen
bed or a couple of beds for
young children. Adjacent to
this room is a sweet smelling
large linen closet close by in
the hall that includes lots of
shelving for big, fluffy towels and
other necessities. The tapered
millwork in the bedrooms adds
an attractive look to windows
and doors.

Principal Bedroom
With ample room
for a king-sized
bed, and a pleasing
view through double
windows of the
garden’s trees and
flowers, the Principle
bedroom invites
one to linger awhile,
perhaps sipping
a morning coffee
while enjoying a
well-earned reading
holiday.

This house is
uniquely quiet,
and the thoughtful
neighbours have
been considerate,
making for maximum
relaxation and the
deepest of sleeps.

Four Piece Bathroom
The bathroom has been beautifully
upgraded while remaining respectful
of the past. The floor incorporates
one-inch hexagonal porcelain tiles,
while subway tile is used for the
wainscoting.
The modern soaker tub is lined with
subway tiles. There is both a rain
shower and a hand shower. The
faucets have a period look while
being completely modern in design.

The bathroom has three
cupboards and two
glass toiletry shelves.
Along with towel and
medicine cabinets,
there is a Carrera
marble countertop
over a Craftsman-style
vanity hand-built from
fir wood to pay homage
to the past.

Basement & Attic Potential

The full, open basement
suggests many possible
uses ranging from storage
for canoes and other large
items to office space, or
the ideal place to work out.
A recreation room could
be incorporated into the
basement, or possibly a
media room.

Like the attic, the
basement is fully
insulated. There is 200
amp service. On one wall
is a very large work bench
along with many shelves.
A washer and dryer are
located close to a double
sink that dates well back
in time, but still functions
as intended.

Garden & Gazebo

Rainy weather will have you
appreciating your garden from
the shelter of a gazebo that
measures 12 feet in diameter!
It is an enchanting place to
relax and read a book, or
visit with friends and family
while enjoying the serenity of
the garden. Hand built from
cedar by talented Metchosin
craftsman Ivan Hoetzel, the
gazebo is perfectly situated to
provide a panoramic view of
the garden’s perennial flowers
beds featuring day lilies,
peonies, phlox, lilies, and tree
peonies.
Hummingbirds love this garden
as do robins and other birds;
overhead, Canada geese and
even on occasion, Great Blue
Herons wing past.
The fully fenced garden is a
perfect place for social times,
perhaps with a family birthday
party or a happy hour. On
warm days plan a barbeque,
followed by an evening of
scanning the skies for shooting
stars. This is West Coast living
at its finest.

The City
This area enjoys a Mediterranean climate
with year-round mild temperatures and
moderate rainfall. Most years see very
little snow. Daily temperatures seldom
climb above 31 degrees Celsius (88
degrees Fahrenheit) or dip below minus
seven C (19 F).
Victoria has many restaurants known
for fresh seafood and a variety of other
culinary delights. Artists of quality—think
Robert Bateman and Robert Amos—live
in the area and display their art in local
galleries. The chic boutiques, music
and theatre scene is vibrant, and the
clubs are lively. You can take in hockey,
baseball and soccer featuring talented
young players determined to make their
mark. Outdoor activities from golf to
windsurfing abound; not far away, up the
island, go for skiing and snowboarding at
Mount Washington or head for the Winter
Olympics venues at Whistler, north of
Vancouver.
Also close by is Seattle which has
excellent opera and theatre along with
many other cosmopolitan charms, not
to mention the excitement of catching
the Mariners and Seahawks in action.
Washington State and dazzling Seattle
can be reached on car ferries from either
Sidney or Victoria’s downtown Inner
Harbour. Or consider travelling aboard
a luxury Victoria Clipper catamaran with
year-round passenger service, harbour to
harbour, between Victoria and Seattle.
With many festivals, both summer and
winter, ranging from buskers to the fringe
and an annual classic boat show, there is
so much to see and do in this wonderful
place. Living here is a joy!

Photogenic Beauty

A Much Loved Home

Property Features
PID:
Plan:

007-799-101
VIP1168

Bedrooms:

3

Bathrooms:

1

Lot:

54

Kitchens:

1

Sec:

20

Flooring:

Armstrong NaturCote Linoleum,

Land District:
Taxes:
Approx. Lot Size:
Year Built:

Victoria Land District 		 Tile, Fir Hardwood.
$3,719.97 (2021)
8,158 ft2
1914

Heating:
Fuel:
Fireplace:

Forced Air
Oil
Wood

House Area:

1635 ft2

Roof:

Upper Floor:

1635 ft2

Parking:

Lower Floor:

1,460 fft2

Water:

Municipal

273 fft2

Waste:

Sewer

Decks & Patios:

Fiberglass shingle
Single Garage in Basement.

All details, figures and approximate measurements have been obtained
from sources deemed to be reliable, but are not warranted or guaranteed
to be correct by Coldwell Banker Oceanside Real Estate, or its agents.
If information is important, please acquire an independent verification.
This publication is protected by copyright - Marilyn Ball ©2022
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