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This rare south-facing, private and sheltered, warm beachfront cove with 
130 feet of oceanfront, whispers stories of Sea Captain Smith, who modeled 
the 5,020 sq.ft. home after his tropical residence on the Yangtze River. 
Vaulted ceilings, solid teak and terracotta tile flooring with French doors; all 
lead to gracious ocean view decks and luxuriously tended vibrant gardens. 
The 2.85 acre estate is perfect for entertaining, as another former owner, 
Will Millar of the famous Irish Rovers, would attest. Boasting a huge heated 
workshop and a separate coach house for guests above the extra garage, 
plus a nanny area in the lower level, there is room for kith and kin to be 
spellbound by the magical views! This amazing property will enchant you.

The Secret of the Cove
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FAITH & BEGORRA
WE HAVE 
THE HOUSE FOR YA!

Has a leprechaun led you to 
this hidden treasure?  

Welcome Home

Brighter than a crock o’ gold 
is this beautiful light-filled 
house, once owned by 
Will Millar, founder and
lead singer of the legendary 
Irish Rovers.  If living with a 
wee bit of musical history is 
right up your Tin Pan Alley, 
you won’t want to miss 
seeing this home.



Originally built by an old sea captain, this 
very private refuge, far from noise and 
crowds, invites you to leave the world 
behind.

A SQUIRE’S RETREAT
Lush, yet unpretentious, the estate nestles 
gently into the landscape, offering a 
peaceful, casual lifestyle amidst the 
imposing grandeur of nature.  

ENTICING APPROACH
A continuation of Mt. Newton X Road, 
continue past West Saanich Road and 
you’ll find yourself on Senanus Drive, an 
unparalleled paradise that few even know 
exists.  

PARKING A-PLENTY
Arriving at your driveway, you’ll 
wend your way through imposing 
old growth forest dotted with 
wildflowers and interspersed with 
convenient enclaves providing 
parking for 12 -15 cars.  

Home of the Ancient Mariner



At last the house comes into view.  
An appealing cream-coloured 
stucco, it manages to be both 
warm and impressive at the same 
time.  Designed for comfort for 
the owner and hospitality for the 
guests, it is grand, and yet so home-
like it is irresistible.  Modest in the 
front and magnificent in the back, 
it is integrated into the landscape, 
reaching out into nature and 
connecting you to the land.

Love at First Sight

IRISH EYES WILL BE SMILING
No thatched cottage here!  The picturesque main 
house was added to, and extensively renovated, in 
1987, the work of architects Chow and Fleischauer, 
known for their imaginative, versatile designs and 
hands-on involvement with every project.

SURE, IT STEALS YOUR 
HEART AWAY
South-facing and directly on 
the salt-water Saanich Inlet, 
this rural rarity is the ultimate 
in privacy and quiet.  Your 
friends will be green with envy 
when they catch sight of your 
secluded sandy beach and 
warm, swim-able water.  



A Hundred Thousand Welcomes

Time to go in!  With a 
choice of two porches, 
one wood, one stone-
terraced and covered, we 
opt for the one with the 
rich burgundy double 
French doors and find 
ourselves in an inviting 
foyer with a brick wall, 
tiled floor, mirrored coat 
closet and huge window.

Down the long, wide corridor we go, 
noting the wood parquet floor, the three 
skylights and three overhead fans.  No 
narrow, claustrophobic hall here!  



Light & Bright

In fact, there are no dark 
corners anywhere in this 
home.  The combination of 
huge south-facing windows, 
multiple skylights (six in all) 
and the reflection of the 
glittering ocean creates 
a light and bright home 
second to none.  
Off the hallway, to the right, 
are two bedrooms, a large 
office and the laundry, while 
the main living areas all 
face south, overlooking the 
garden and the Inlet.  Good 
thinking!  If the office faced 
the southern view you would 
never get any work done!

OFFICE
Even here, though, one may be distracted 
by the blooming garden outside the 
window.  Hopefully the brightness from 
the brass light fixture above will keep your 
mind on your task!



Additional Rooms A’Plenty

The front-facing bedroom also overlooks 
the garden.  Its huge windows let in 
lots of natural light, illuminating the 
built-in shelves and mirrored closet.  
Situated as it is, just adjacent to the 
second entrance, it could also serve as 
a professional office, with space for a 
couple of chairs in the hall, which could 
serve as a waiting area.  

FAMILY BATHROOM
The 3-piece bathroom 
features a glassed-in shower, 
wainscoting, and a cabinet for 
linens.  Open-able windows 
have convenient pull-down 
screens.  Yet another skylight 
illuminates the pedestal sink. 



More Rooms

BEDROOM/OFFICE
Rounding the corner, we come 
to the north-west-facing third 
bedroom with its hardwood 
floor, pretty wallpaper, and 
featured wood ceiling.  
Currently outfitted to serve 
as an office, the doors of the 
closet have been removed and 
replaced with built-ins.  Multiple 
drawers and shelves make 
for handy storage and easy 
organization.  

LAUNDRY ROOM
Before we get to the dazzling main rooms, let’s take a moment for functionality.  Yes, it’s time to do the 
laundry.  Here we have a Kenmore washer and new Kenmore dryer, both front-loading, an easy-clean linoleum 
floor, and an open-able window to dissipate steam.  

The stainless sink comes in handy, 
as do the overhead cabinets and 
on-wall drying dowels.  Again 
focusing on function, the attic 
access is also located here. 
BONUS The luck of the Irish!  
Just outside, in the hall, is a built-
in ironing board, an old-world 
touch that’s sorely missed in 
today’s world.  No need to haul 
out the ironing board and set it 
up every time you see a crease.  
Better still – it’s located just under 
another skylight, making easy 
work of ironing.



Dining Room

SHAMROCK
Let’s return to the vestibule and start 
our tour of the fabulous south-facing 
rooms.  No SHAM!  The views here 
will ROCK your world!
FINIAN’S RAINBOW
Note the bold saturated colours on 
the walls, an intense counterpoint 
to the tranquility of the Inlet.  Every 
single colour of the rainbow has 
been represented in at least one of 
the rooms of this house.  Yes, even 
orange and purple.    
The formal dining room, has a 
decorative mullioned external 
window and large pane of glass 
looking into the living room.  
This is where the original house 
ended until it was expanded 
when renovated by Will Millar, our 
international ambassador of Irish 
music and Canada’s connection to all 
things Celtic.  

Not wanting to lose 
the water view, the 
architects’ clever 
solution was to put a 
picture window right in 
the middle of the wall 
to invite the waterfront 
in. 
As unique as a unicorn, 
the large multi-globe 
light fixture is rumoured 
to have come from 
a bordello in New 
Orleans.  



Living Room

Well-suited for entertaining, 
you might choose to serve some 
Connemara air-dried lamb and West-
Cork cheese in here when the lads 
and lasses come to dine. 

Two sets of double French doors lead 
from the dining room to the living 
room, with its inviting and efficient 
wood-burning stove.  

Windows facing east and west take 
advantage of prevailing breezes, 
while the wall-to-wall windows that 
overlook the Inlet provide views of 
Brentwood, Willis Point and the 
Malahat.  



In-line with the living 
room and sharing its 
sublime views, the family 
dining area with stained 
glass window is slightly 
inset, creating a feeling 
of intimacy and warmth.  

Family Dining

Providing a different 
kind of warmth are 
the luxurious under-
floor heated tiles.  



Kitchen

The kitchen has been cleverly 
designed so as to be open enough 
to the family dining area to take 
full part in the conversation, yet 
separated by a ledge just high 
enough to keep mess and clutter out 
of sight.  

Highlights here are the granite 
countertops with matching 
backsplash, all-wood butcher block 
island with eating area, unusual 
solid oak cupboards and built-in 
china cabinet with leaded glass 
door and multiple shelves.  A large 
pantry in the hall provides additional 
functional space.

The black Jenn-Air glass-top stove has a 
convection oven and downdraft feature, 
so no noisy, unsightly vent is needed 
overhead.  The Whirlpool side-by-side 
fridge-freezer makes water and ice, and 
the recent dishwasher is made by Bosch. 



Master Bedroom

A scalloped floral valance over 
the bay window in the master 
bedroom frames the floral 
view outside.  Stretch out in 
the inviting window seat and 
enjoy the newspaper with your 
morning coffee.

When you’re ready for the day, 
pad over the hardwood floor to 
the walk-in closet with custom 
built-ins for hats, bags and 
shoes.  



Ensuite & Family Room

Wainscoting, a hardwood floor 
and high vaulted wood ceiling with 
skylight provide the aesthetics in 
the ensuite, while the free-standing 
tub and glassed-in corner shower, 
both with hand-held shower wands, 
supply the function. 

Media room, games room or 
library, this is where the family 
will likely congregate for casual 
gatherings.  The wood-burning 
fireplace with stone surround sets 
the comfortable, “let’s kick back” 
tone.  Note the wood mantelpiece 
that ties in with the hardwood 
floor and custom built wood 
shelves.  



Views such as these 
are even better enjoyed 
outdoors, and the multi-
level decks here do not 
disappoint.  
Sitting in the midst of 
nature’s grandeur, you 
can see ducks, sea lions, 
otters and eagles.  Listen 
for the chirps of the 
chorus of birds and the 
faint humming of the 
wings of the plentiful 
hummingbirds hovering 
in mid-air.

Dazzling Decks

For man-made 
marvels, you can 
catch the fireworks 
at Butchart Gardens 
right from your deck, 
as well as watch the 
Mill Bay ferry and 
various pleasure craft 
sail by.



The deck offers two main options for 
alfresco dining: A built-in planter filled 
with fragrant flowers encircles the open-
air dining area, where you can sit in 
the sun and cool off with a Guinness or 
microbrew.

Dublin Your Pleasure

DUFFY’S TAVERN
Yet a third option is right 
on the beach itself.  Off 
you go down the stone 
walkway hand-set by a 
Portuguese stonemason.  

If it’s overcast and chilly, however, you might prefer 
an Irish coffee in the domed gazebo area.



On your way down the gentle slope, you’ll 
pass the beach-house, large enough for 
a double bed.  Heated and with great 
natural light, it could also serve as a year-
round studio. 

Note also the circular area that is currently 
a planter but was originally intended 
(and is still plumbed) to be a gas fire-pit.  
Alternatively, it has a tube usable for a 
water feature. 

Talk about a water feature!  If you’re a 
driftwood devotee you’ll be in heaven 
here!  

Beachfront Features



Time for a sunbath, a swim in the sun-
warmed Inlet water, or a kayak ride over 
to the Brentwood Pub for dinner.  With 
a custom-built kayak rack right there at 
the beach, all you’ll need is something 
to cover up your swimsuits and a credit 
card.

 
A word about the water.  Great for 
fishing, SCUBA diving and water sports, 
the Saanich Inlet provides access to 
Deep Cove, Coles Bay, Patricia Bay 
and Tod Inlet, with its water access to 
Gowlland Tod Provincial Park.  

In the southern part of the Saanich Inlet 
is quaint Brentwood Bay, which is home 
to the Mill Bay Ferry. This ferry travels to 
Mill Bay allowing access to the northern 
parts of the island while avoiding the 
steep Malahat Drive.  Also accessible 
from the Inlet is the private dock at 
Butchart Gardens.  

Your Galway Bay



Entry to the downstairs suite is through 
a convenient mudroom/workshop.  The 
adjacent cold room is great for a wine 
cellar or for over-wintering your home-
grown vegetables. 
The open-plan main room combines a 
kitchen with ceramic-top stove and double 
sink, dining area, and living room, all 
painted in cheerful primary colours.  Wide 
sliding glass doors in the living room lead 
to a patio with ocean view. 
The larger of the two bedrooms has a 
(currently sealed) door leading to a stone 
patio and formal garden area.  The slightly 
smaller bedroom has built-ins and a huge 
closet area presently being used as a 
playroom.
The 4-piece bathroom has a jetted tub and 
tiled floors.  Flooring throughout the rest 
of the suite is a neutral Berber in excellent 
condition.

TOO RA LOO RA LOO RA
(AN IRISH LULLABY ) OR TRA LA LA 
A small room labeled “Storage” on the 
floor plan could be a baby’s room or a 
place for the family musician to rehearse.  
In fact, the Rovers cut some of their records 
right here, in this customized sound-
damping “sound room”. 

Extra Accommodations



Such grounds!  Such greenery!  Such a spectacular 
site!  There’s a stepped rock garden and a west-
facing shade garden with ferns, ivy and a mature 
bay tree.  Snip a few bay leaves to toss into the 
Irish stew.  
Note the wide variety of trees, among them 
arbutus, Douglas fir, willow, magnolia and maple.  
Edibles, too – yellow and purple plums, cherries 
and apples all thrive here.  

MY WILD IRISH ROSE
And not just roses, by a long shot!  The gorgeous 
grounds abound with perennials, wisteria, grasses 
and bulbs.  With such bounty, you’ll be glad 
to know that the property is 80% fenced – a 
combination of wood and wire – with pretty 
wrought iron gates on either side of the house 
keeping the landscaped back garden free from 
deer.  More good news:  a double hedge separates 
you from your neighbour, who can’t see you and 
who you can’t see.  

WORKSHOP/GARAGE
Looking like a separate two-storey house, the 
former three-car garage has retained only two 
of its three doors and is now an immaculate and 
functional workshop.  

The Emerald Isle



Top o’the Mornin’ to You!

Make that “Top of the garage” which is where 
you’ll find the charming second suite, with a view 
as stellar as that from the main house. 

The vaulted wood-clad ceiling and dormer 
windows create an airy, spacious feel while 
skylights welcome the sun.  

Its efficient layout includes a small 
kitchen with dining area, large living 
room and separate bedroom, all with 
hardwood floors.  



The suite also has a large south-facing 
deck which overlooks the waterfront 
and has stairs leading down to ground 
level.

The old garage has built-
in shelves for storage and 
is a handy place to keep 
ladders and garden tools.  
The adjacent lean-to is a 
good place to store your 
wood.  The compost area 
has three large cement bins 
and is conveniently situated 
between the main house and 
the workshop/new garage.  
As well, there’s a pump house 
and garden shed on the 
property. 

Outbuildings



Neighbourhood Features

FARE THEE WELL
Outside of the city, but close to everywhere, you can get to the Swartz Bay or Mill Bay ferries in 20 minutes, or 
to the airport in less than 15.  If you’re not going quite that far, you can catch the bus at W. Saanich Road.  

Though this home will be your haven, reality dictates that occasionally you’re going to have to go beyond its 
borders.  What’s it like to live in this little corner of the world?

Country life in beautiful Central Saanich offers rural living at its best. Located mid-way between the bustling 
city of Victoria and the charming seaside town of Sidney, the area is, as it has always been, predominantly 
farmland. Here you’ll find the very freshest of produce at the many nearby farms, as well as numerous good 
restaurants when you just don’t feel like cooking.  Nearby supermarkets are Thrifty’s, Fairway, the Co-op and 
the Red Barn.

The kids will enjoy the steam-powered model trains at Heritage Acres, while the adults may prefer the local 
wineries and the annual Strawberries and Wine Festival. The whole family will look forward to Labour Day 
weekend and Fall Fair at the Saanich Fairgrounds. 

Brentwood, home of shops, a library and the world-famous Butchart Gardens, is just a short drive away. Take 
your season pass, take your out-of-town guests, and take it all in! The sports enthusiast will treasure the calm 
inshore waters, rated 10 out of 10 for kayaking.  Indoor water sports and many other active options can be 
found at the Panorama Rec Centre, a short jaunt away. 

Ardmore Golf Course and Glen Meadows Golf and Country Club offer good golfing nearby.  Sidney and North 
Saanich Yacht Club has a 6-level sailing school, a racing program, and popular bar and restaurant. 



Property Features

All details, figures and approximate measurements have been obtained from sources 
deemed to be reliable, but are not warranted or guaranteed to be correct by Heath & 

Ball Holdings Ltd. or its agents.
 If information is important, please acquire an independent verification. 

This publication is protected by copyright - Heath & Ball Holdings Ltd. ©2016

 PID:  003-637-115

 Plan:  VIP9120

 Lot:  2

 Sec:  5

 Land District:  65

                                 Taxes:     $15,025 (2015)

 Approx. Lot Size:  2.85 acres 

 House Area:  2,485 ft2

 Main Floor:  3,252 ft2

 Garden Level:  1,682 ft2

 Unfinished:  1,159 ft2  

 Decks & Patios: 1,008 ft2

 Parking:  Double Garage  

  Detached

 Bedrooms: 6 

 Bathrooms:  4

 Kitchens:  3

 Flooring:  Tile, Hardwood, Wood

 Heating:  Wood Stove, Forced Air,  

  Radiant In-Floor   

 Fuel: Electric, Oil, Wood

 Fireplace: 1

 Exterior Finish:  Stucco, Wood 

 Roof:  Fiberglass Shingle

             Water: Municipal

 Waste: Septic Tank
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Aerial View



Location
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